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were returned to New York City, where 
his sister Helen, her children, a full 
U.S. military honor guard, and the 
Port Authority Police were there to 
welcome him home. 

I am taking this time today to en-
sure Raymond’s memory lives on and 
his sacrifices will not be forgotten. 
Currently, there are more than 81,600 
Americans that remain missing from 
World War II, the Korean war, the 
Vietnam war, the Cold War, the Gulf 
wars, and other conflicts. Let this give 
us hope that we can return them all 
home. 

I urge the administration and my 
colleagues to work toward the return 
of all prisoners of war and a full ac-
counting and the repatriation of our 
fallen servicemembers’ remains. 
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ALL AMERICANS DESERVE SAFE, 
CLEAN, STABLE, AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Washington (Ms. STRICKLAND) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. STRICKLAND. Mr. Speaker, all 
Americans, regardless of age, ZIP Code, 
or income, deserve to live in a safe, 
clean, and stable home they can afford. 
This is exactly what a healthy, just, 
and secure community relies on. It en-
sures that people are able to meet their 
basic needs. When over 145,000 Social 
Security beneficiaries in my district, 
the 10th Congressional District of 
Washington State—representing nearly 
21 percent of the population—only have 
100 to $200 to spare for groceries, utili-
ties, and other basic expenses after 
paying their rent or mortgage, we 
know that prosperity is not being 
shared equally, nor equitably. 

When our servicemembers at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord simply cannot 
find homes off post or on post for their 
families, due to lack of supply or the 
cost of housing, we must clearly im-
prove our mission to support our Na-
tion’s heroes. 

These are just a few of the stories 
that thousands of Washington State 
residents and families are experi-
encing, just like millions of Americans 
across the country. And we know the 
driving factor behind this housing cri-
sis is lack of supply. We don’t have 
enough housing, and we aren’t building 
it fast enough to meet the demand. 
And some of the housing that we do 
have is not fit for human habitation. 

According to Up for Growth, an orga-
nization that advocates for more hous-
ing, their report on housing under-
production from 2010 to 2017 in Wash-
ington State identifies some startling 
data points: For every one household 
that moved into my district, there 
were .64 housing units produced in 
Pierce County, .76 in Thurston County, 
and .62 housing units in Mason County. 

So this means that for every family 
that moved into our district, that we 
were producing two-thirds to three- 
quarters of the housing that we needed 

to accommodate them. This also means 
that for over 7 years the population in-
creased and demand far outpaced sup-
ply, resulting in this crunch or lack of 
inventory that so many families are 
feeling right now. 

What’s more, there remains a short-
age of nearly 160,000 homes for ex-
tremely low-income renters, and nearly 
half a million renters in Washington 
State are rent-burdened, which means 
that they spend more than 30 percent 
of their income on housing alone. 

Now housing experts have told us 
that we need a once-in-a-generation so-
lution to our housing supply shortage. 
That time is now. Now is our oppor-
tunity to build smarter, build better, 
and to do it inclusively. 

We have solutions on the table, and 
it is well past time to use them. We can 
build to higher-density inside transit 
corridors, leveraging existing infra-
structure. That is why I was so proud 
to help introduce the bipartisan Build 
More Housing Near Transit Act with 
Representative SCOTT PETERS to make 
sure that when we are investing $2.3 
billion each year for large-scale transit 
projects, we are ensuring that local 
land use policies, which are often the 
biggest barrier to increasing housing 
supply, will encourage sensible devel-
opment around these major infrastruc-
ture investments. For so long we have 
built housing infrastructure around 
automobiles and that is a relic of the 
past; now we must invest in transit to 
utilize good and smart land use poli-
cies. 

For our military servicemembers and 
their families, we can find solutions in 
our National Defense Authorization 
Act provisions, which passed out of the 
House in a bipartisan manner just 
weeks ago. I offered one provision, 
which will direct the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Energy, Installa-
tions, and Environment to answer one 
question: How long are wait times for 
housing located on military installa-
tions in competitive housing markets? 
And we want them to produce a strat-
egy to address this demand for housing. 

It is simply unacceptable that serv-
icemembers and their families must 
wait more than 6 months to be as-
signed housing on Joint Base Lewis- 
McChord. I urge all of my colleagues to 
support this inclusion of several re-
ports that will address the issue, in-
cluding a report on how and the extent 
to which commanders of military in-
stallations are connecting military 
families with local nonprofit organiza-
tions and government entities that 
provide services to the military, in-
cluding assistance with finding hous-
ing. 

And importantly, we must pass both 
our bipartisan infrastructure proposal 
and the Build Back Better Act and spe-
cifically deploy the Unlocking Possi-
bilities Program. 

This competitive grant program 
through HUD will be used to support 
cities and towns to design and imple-
ment policies that eliminate exclu-

sionary zoning and artificial barriers 
to adding more housing. I urge all of 
my colleagues to work to retain this 
important program in our build back 
better proposal. 

Being securely housed is a funda-
mental human right regardless of your 
political affiliation. The cost of con-
tinuing to ignore our lack of supply is 
far too great, especially when the tools 
we need are at our disposal. Let’s use 
them, and let’s show our constituents 
that we can and will build back better. 
To do otherwise is irresponsible. 
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THE BABY FOLD—2021 ANGELS IN 
ADOPTION HONOREE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize The 
Baby Fold in Normal, Illinois, for being 
chosen as a 2021 Angels in Adoption 
honoree. I nominated The Baby Fold 
this year because of their passion for 
adoption support and services through-
out my Congressional district. 

Since 1902, The Baby Fold has been 
transforming the lives of children and 
families by focusing on the Christian 
values of love, hope, and healing. They 
currently serve over 1,200 individuals 
each year across 28 different counties 
in Central Illinois. 

The Baby Fold focuses on improving 
the lives of children and families by 
building safe environments through 
adoption services, foster care to adop-
tion, community services, and more. 
The Baby Fold puts children first so 
that they can be blessed with the sta-
bility and love that they deserve. 

Every day, I am grateful for adoption 
organizations that bring families to-
gether, like The Baby Fold. I applaud 
The Baby Fold and their volunteers for 
their strong dedication to children and 
families throughout Illinois. 

TAYLORVILLE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL AWARDED 
THE NATIONAL BLUE RIBBON 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Taylorville Junior High School regard-
ing their selection for the National 
Blue Ribbon from the U.S. Department 
of Education. 

The National Blue Ribbon is awarded 
to schools for their academic achieve-
ment or their progress in closing the 
achievement gaps among student sub-
groups. 

Mrs. Jessica Miller, the principal at 
the time of the nomination, and assist-
ant principal, Mrs. Jennifer Wise, led 
several building initiatives that im-
proved academic performance and emo-
tional growth by investing in profes-
sional development, creating a commu-
nity of learners, and meeting the emo-
tional needs of students. 

The national recognition is also the 
result of the collective efforts of the 
building administration, teachers, sup-
port staff, and the entire Taylorville 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:06 Oct 21, 2021 Jkt 029060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K20OC7.009 H20OCPT1ss
pe

nc
er

 o
n 

D
S

K
12

6Q
N

23
P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2021-10-21T06:31:04-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




